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either by a vote of the Committee or by the 
Chair with the concurrence of the Ranking 
Member, the subpoena may be issued upon 
the signature of the Chair or of any other 
Member of the Committee designated by the 
Chair. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, in ac-
cordance with rule XXVI, paragraph 2, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I 
submit the rules governing the proce-
dure of the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources for publication in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

I ask unanimous consent that they be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
RULES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 

AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

GENERAL RULES 

Rule 1. The Standing Rules of the Senate, 
as supplemented by these rules, are adopted 
as the rules of the Committee and its Sub-
committees. 

MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 

Rule 2. (a) The Committee shall meet on 
the third Thursday of each month while the 
Congress is in session for the purpose of con-
ducting business, unless, for the convenience 
of Members, the Chairman shall set some 
other day for a meeting. Additional meetings 
may be called by the Chairman as he or she 
may deem necessary. 

(b) Hearings of any Subcommittee may be 
called by the Chairman of such Sub-
committee, provided that no Subcommittee 
hearing, other than a field hearing, shall be 
scheduled or held concurrently with a full 
Committee meeting or hearing, unless a ma-
jority of the Committee concurs in such con-
current hearing. 

OPEN HEARINGS AND MEETINGS 

Rule 3. (a) All hearings and business meet-
ings of the Committee and all the hearings of 
any of its Subcommittees shall be open to 
the public unless the Committee or Sub-
committee involved, by majority vote of all 
the Members of the Committee or such Sub-
committee, orders the hearing or meeting to 
be closed in accordance with paragraph 5(b) 
of Rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate. 

(b) A transcript shall be kept of each hear-
ing of the Committee or any Subcommittee. 

(c) A transcript shall be kept of each busi-
ness meeting of the Committee unless a ma-
jority of all the Members of the Committee 
agrees that some other form of permanent 
record is preferable. 

HEARING PROCEDURES 

Rule 4. (a) Public notice shall be given of 
the date, place, and subject matter of any 
hearing to be held by the Committee or any 
Subcommittee at least one week in advance 
of such hearing unless the Chairman of the 
full Committee or the Subcommittee in-
volved determines that the hearing is non- 
controversial or that special circumstances 
require expedited procedures and a majority 
of all the Members of the Committee or the 
Subcommittee involved concurs. In no case 
shall a hearing be conducted with less than 
twenty-four hours’ notice. Any document or 
report that is the subject of a hearing shall 
be provided to every Member of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee involved at least 72 
hours before the hearing unless the Chair-

man and Ranking Member determine other-
wise. 

(b) Each witness who is to appear before 
the Committee or any Subcommittee shall 
file with the Committee or Subcommittee, 
at least 24 hours in advance of the hearing, a 
written statement of his or her testimony in 
as many copies as the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee prescribes. 

(c) Each Member shall be limited to five 
minutes in the questioning of any witness 
until such time as all Members who so desire 
have had an opportunity to question the wit-
ness. 

(d) No staff member may question a wit-
ness at a hearing. 

BUSINESS MEETING PROCEDURES 
Rule 5. (a) A legislative measure, nomina-

tion, or other matter shall be included on 
the agenda of the next following business 
meeting of the full Committee if a written 
request by a Member of the Committee for 
such inclusion has been filed with the Chair-
man of the Committee at least one week 
prior to such meeting. Nothing in this rule 
shall be construed to limit the authority of 
the Chairman of the Committee to include a 
legislative measure, nomination, or other 
matter on the Committee agenda in the ab-
sence of such request. 

(b) The agenda for any business meeting of 
the Committee shall be provided to each 
Member and made available to the public at 
least three days prior to such meeting, and 
no new items may be added after the agenda 
is so published except by the approval of a 
majority of all the Members of the Com-
mittee on matters not included on the public 
agenda. The Staff Director shall promptly 
notify absent Members of any action taken 
by the Committee on matters not included 
on the published agenda. 

(c) As warranted, the Chairman, in con-
sultation with the Ranking Member, may 
impose a filing deadline for first degree 
amendments for any legislative business 
meeting of the Committee. 

QUORUMS 
Rule 6. (a) Except as provided in sub-

sections (b) and (c), seven Members shall 
constitute a quorum for the conduct of busi-
ness of the Committee. 

(b) No measure or matter shall be ordered 
reported from the Committee unless 11 Mem-
bers of the Committee are actually present 
at the time such action is taken. 

(c) One Member shall constitute a quorum 
for the purpose of conducting a hearing or 
taking testimony on any measure or matter 
before the Committee or any Subcommittee. 

VOTING 
Rule 7. (a) A roll call of the Members shall 

be taken upon the request of any Member. 
Any Member who does not vote on any roll 
call at the time the roll is called, may vote 
(in person or by proxy) on that roll call at 
any later time during the same business 
meeting. 

(b) Proxy voting shall be permitted on all 
matters, except that proxies may not be 
counted for the purpose of determining the 
presence of a quorum. Unless further limited, 
a proxy shall be exercised only upon the date 
for which it is given and upon the items pub-
lished in the agenda for that date. 

(c) Each Committee report shall set forth 
the vote on the motion to report the meas-
ure or matter involved. Unless the Com-
mittee directs otherwise, the report will not 
set out any votes on amendments offered 
during Committee consideration. Any Mem-
ber who did not vote on any roll call shall 
have the opportunity to have his or her posi-
tion recorded in the appropriate Committee 
record or Committee report. 

(d) The Committee vote to report a meas-
ure to the Senate shall also authorize the 

staff of the Committee to make necessary 
technical and clerical corrections in the 
measure. 

SUBCOMMITTEES 
Rule 8. (a) The number of Members as-

signed to each Subcommittee and the divi-
sion between Majority and Minority Mem-
bers shall be fixed by the Chairman in con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber. 

(b) Assignment of Members to Subcommit-
tees shall, insofar as possible, reflect the 
preferences of the Members. No Member will 
receive assignment to a second Sub-
committee until, in order of seniority, all 
Members of the Committee have chosen as-
signments to one Subcommittee, and no 
Member shall receive assignment to a third 
Subcommittee until, in order of seniority, 
all Members have chosen assignments to two 
Subcommittees. 

(c) Any Member of the Committee may sit 
with any Subcommittee during its hearings 
but shall not have the authority to vote on 
any matters before the Subcommittee unless 
he or she is a Member of such Subcommittee. 

NOMINATIONS 
Rule 9. At any hearing to confirm a Presi-

dential nomination, the testimony of the 
nominee and, at the request of any Member, 
any other witness shall be under oath. Every 
nominee shall submit the financial disclo-
sure report filed pursuant to title I of the 
Ethics in Government Act of 1978. Such re-
port is made available to the public. 

INVESTIGATIONS 
Rule 10. (a) Neither the Committee nor any 

of its Subcommittees may undertake an in-
vestigation unless specifically authorized by 
the Chairman and the Ranking Minority 
Member or a majority of all the Members of 
the Committee. 

(b) A witness called to testify in an inves-
tigation shall be informed of the matter or 
matters under investigation, given a copy of 
these rules, given the opportunity to make a 
brief and relevant oral statement before or 
after questioning, and be permitted to have 
counsel of his or her choosing present during 
his or her testimony at any public or closed 
hearing, or at any unsworn interview, to ad-
vise the witness of his or her legal rights. 

(c) For purposes of this rule, the term ‘‘in-
vestigation’’ shall not include a review or 
study undertaken pursuant to paragraph 8 of 
Rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate or a preliminary inquiry, undertaken at 
the direction of the Chairman or the Rank-
ing Member, intended to determine whether 
there is substantial credible evidence that 
would warrant an investigation. 

SWORN TESTIMONY 
Rule 11. Witnesses in Committee or Sub-

committee hearings may be required to give 
testimony under oath whenever the Chair-
man or Ranking Minority Member of the 
Committee or Subcommittee deems such to 
be necessary. If one or more witnesses at a 
hearing are required to testify under oath, 
all witnesses at such hearing shall be re-
quired to testify under oath. 

SUBPOENAS 
Rule 12. The Chairman shall have author-

ity to issue subpoenas for the attendance of 
witnesses or the production of memoranda, 
documents, records, or other materials (1) 
with the agreement of the Ranking Minority 
Member, (2) when authorized by a majority 
of all the Members of the Committee, or (3) 
when within the scope of an investigation 
authorized under Rule 10(a). 

CONFIDENTIAL TESTIMONY 
Rule 13. No confidential testimony taken 

by or any report of the proceedings of a 
closed Committee or Subcommittee meeting 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:08 Feb 24, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A23FE6.015 S23FEPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S811 February 23, 2021 
shall be made public, in whole or in part or 
by way of summary, unless authorized by a 
majority of all the Members of the Com-
mittee at a business meeting called for the 
purpose of making such a determination. 

DEFAMATORY STATEMENTS 

Rule 14. Any person whose name is men-
tioned or who is specifically identified in, or 
who believes that testimony or other evi-
dence presented at, an open Committee or 
Subcommittee hearing tends to defame him 
or her or otherwise adversely affect his or 
her reputation may file with the Committee 
for its consideration and action a sworn 
statement of facts relevant to such testi-
mony or evidence. 

BROADCASTING OF HEARINGS OR MEETINGS 

Rule 15. Any meeting or hearing by the 
Committee or any Subcommittee which is 
open to the public may be covered in whole 
or in part by web, television, radio broad-
cast, or still photography. Photographers 
and reporters using mechanical recording, 
filming, or broadcasting devices shall posi-
tion their equipment so as not to interfere 
with the seating, vision, and hearing of 
Members and staff on the dais or with the or-
derly process of the meeting or hearing. 

AMENDING THE RULES 

Rule 16. These rules may be amended only 
by vote of a majority of all the Members of 
the Committee in a business meeting of the 
Committee: Provided, that no vote may be 
taken on any proposed amendment unless 
such amendment is reproduced in full in the 
Committee agenda for such meeting at least 
three days in advance of such meeting. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF LINDA 
THOMAS-GREENFIELD 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, in times of 
conflict and peace, nations should dis-
cuss and resolve disputes. We cannot 
expect to achieve peace without effort 
and dialogue. The post of Ambassador 
to the United Nations is a position 
where engagement is of the utmost im-
portance. Throughout Ambassador 
Thomas-Greenfield’s 35-year tenure at 
the State Department, under both Re-
publicans and Democrats, she devel-
oped a long track record of engaging 
diplomatically with other countries 
through a very unique approach. Based 
on Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield’s 
career, I believe she will tackle inter-
national challenges and engage with 
friends and adversaries, alike, and I 
support her nomination. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF THOMAS J. 
VILSACK 

Mr. PAUL, Mr. President, today, I 
voted to oppose the confirmation of 
Tom Vilsack as Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. While I ap-
preciate Mr. Vilsack’s willingness to 
again serve in this capacity after hold-
ing this same role in President 
Obama’s administration, his stance on 
USDA’s assistance programs and cli-
mate change give me pause. During his 
confirmation hearing, Mr. Vilsack stat-
ed one of his main priorities is expand-
ing eligibility for food stamps to people 
not necessarily in need. Mr. Vilsack’s 
willingness to expand eligibility for 
these programs will require more Fed-

eral spending and add to the national 
debt. 

Perhaps even more concerning is Mr. 
Vilsack’s willingness to use his posi-
tion at USDA to further President 
Biden’s aggressive climate change 
agenda, which will undoubtedly lead to 
more regulations on the agriculture in-
dustry. In his confirmation hearing, 
Mr. Vilsack stated, ‘‘If confirmed, 
USDA will lead the federal government 
in . . . investing in renewable energy 
. . . embracing sustainable and regen-
erative practices that enhance soil 
health . . . and delivering science- 
based solutions to help mitigate and 
reduce climate change.’’ Additionally, 
he said, ‘‘I share the president’s vision 
of a net-zero emission opportunity for 
U.S. agriculture . . .’’ Cumbersome 
regulations based on climate alarmism 
will inevitably lead to higher food 
prices for consumers. Farmers should 
be able to exercise their own sound 
judgement and common sense without 
burdensome Federal regulations. For 
these reasons, I opposed his confirma-
tion. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-

tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(A) of 
the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as 
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No. 
0D–21. This notification relates to enhance-
ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described 
in the Section 36(b)(1) AECA certification 14– 
59 of December 11, 2014. 

Sincerely, 
HEIDI H. GRANT, 

Director. 
Enclosure. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 0D–21 
Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-

tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec. 
36(B)(5)(A), AECA) 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Greece. 

(ii) Sec. 36(b)(l), AECA Transmittal No.: 14– 
59. 

Date: December 11, 2014. 
Military Department: Army. 
Funding Source: National Funds. 
(iii) Description: On December 11, 2014, 

Congress was notified by Congressional cer-
tification transmittal number 14–59 of the 
possible sale under Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act (AECA) of ten (10) 
CH–47D Model Chinook Helicopters to in-
clude twenty-three (23) T55–GA–714A Engines 
(20 installed and 3 spares), twelve (12) AN/ 
AAR–57 Common Missile Warning System (10 
installed and 2 spares), twelve (12) AN/ ARC– 
220 High Frequency (HF) Radios, twelve (12) 
AN/ ARC–186 Very High Frequency (VHF) 
AM/FM Radios, twelve (12) AN/ARC–164 Ultra 
High Frequency (UHF)–AM, twelve (12) AN/ 
ARN 123 VOR ILS Marker Beacons, twelve 
(12) AN/ARN–89 or AN/ARN–149 Direction 
Finder Sets, twelve (12) AN/ASN–128 Doppler/ 
Global Positioning System Navigation Sets, 
twelve (12) AN/ARC–201D or AN/ARC–201E 
VHF FM Homing Radios, twelve (12) AN/ 
APX–118 Transponders, three (3) AN/APX– 
118A Transponders, twelve (12) AN/APR– 
39A(V)l Radar Signal Detecting Sets, mission 
equipment, communication and navigation 
equipment, Maintenance Work Orders/Engi-
neering Change Proposals (MWO/ECPs), air-
craft hardware and software support, repair 
and return, spare and repair parts, publica-
tions and technical documentation, support 
equipment, minor modifications, personnel 
training and training equipment, U.S. gov-
ernment and contractor technical and engi-
neering support services, and other related 
elements of logistics and program support. 
The estimated cost was $150 million. Major 
Defense Equipment (MDE) constituted $57.2 
million of this total. 

This transmittal reports the addition of 
eight (8) T55–GA–714A engines in support of 
Greece’s CH–47D helicopter fleet. The total 
cost of the new MDE articles is $14 million. 
The total MDE value increases to $71.2 mil-
lion. The total estimated cost increases to 
$164 million. 

(iv) Significance: The Hellenic Army Gen-
eral Staff plans to use these helicopters for 
firefighting, search and rescue, disaster re-
lief, humanitarian support, counter-ter-
rorism, and combat operations. 

(v) Justification: This proposed sale will 
support U.S. foreign policy and national se-
curity objectives by helping to improve the 
security of a NATO ally, which is an impor-
tant partner for political stability and eco-
nomic progress in Europe. 

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology: The state-
ment contained in Congressional certifi-
cation transmittal number 14–59 applies to 
the MDE items reported here. 

(vii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
February 5, 2021. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
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